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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

 

As we hurtle towards the summer holidays it is time to take stock and look back over 

what has been another very busy year.  Our best ever GCSE results set us up for a very 

positive start and the staff and pupils have worked hard to ensure that our success con-

tinues to grow.  As well as this there has been a plethora of activities, trips and events 

which have all served to give the pupils the best possible experiences.  Indeed, I have 

just watched one of the most ambitious and professional school productions I have ever 

seen; the standard of acting, dance and music was truly outstanding.  My thanks go to all 

the staff involved as ôAnnieõ will be an experience which the pupils will never forget. 

Weobley certainly continues to be an exciting and vibrant place to work, either as a pu-

pil or an adult and I was not surprised to see how upset many of our Year 11 leavers 

were as they left the school prom.  I hope they leave us with fond memories of their 

time here. 

 

As we look forward to next year, there are a number of developments and changes 

ahead.  Our new Construction Workshop will hopefully be ready for September and the 

extension to our Learning Inclusion Centre (LInC) will also be underway.  Unfortu-

nately the development of our new play area behind the sports hall will not be starting as 

funding cuts have meant that the Local Authority have put that on hold for now.  This is 

disappointing news but I am still pursuing it so have not given up yet.   

 

There are also inevitably a few staffing changes.  Mr Davies, who has been teaching ICT 

here for the past 3 years will be moving to a new post at the end of this term , Miss 

Quinn, who has been the at the helm of our student reception for 3 years, moves to an-

other school on promotion and Mr. Nicholas, who has been a Teaching Assistant here 

since Christmas, will be going off to train as a teacher in Bristol.  They will all be missed 

and I wish them all the best for the future.  A number of new staff are also joining us and 

a few have already started this term.  Mr Holder and Mrs Mitchell have both recently 

joined the Mathematics Department and Mr Chapman has joined the ICT Department.  

Mr. Waring has joined us as a tutor on the Construction BTEC course and Mrs. 

Shionaka will be joining us in September to cover Mrs. Dayõs maternity leave until 

Christmas.  Finally, not a new member of staff, but we will have a second Mrs. Waring 

in September as Miss Greves is getting married; good luck for the future from all here at 

Weobley! 

 

As the term draws to a close I would personally like to thank everybody for their support 

this year.  This is a fantastic place to be a Headteacher and I am incredibly proud of 

what we do here.  Next year will see our next OfSTED inspection and I am determined 

that the inspection team will see us at our best and that the school receives the positive 

recognition it deserves.  But for now, the summer holidays beckon and I wish you all a 

restful few weeks. 

 

Dean Williams 
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Parent Portal  

We are pleased to launch the first stage of our Parent Portal, which provides parents 

with access to an on online environment where they can engage in their childõs educa-

tion and communicate effectively with school.  
 

Enclosed with this newsletter, you will find a letter inviting you to register for Parent 

Portal so that you can access information about your childõs progress at school. Once 

you have indicated your interest to be a user, you will be asked to specify an email ad-

dress which will be your username and you will then be sent a one-time email to set 

your own password, enabling you to log in to the website. Here you will be able to ac-

cess information about: 

Attendance  Å Assessment  Information  Å   Timetables Å  Staff     

This area is a secure website, which conforms to the requirements of the data protec-

tion act. However, we rely on users taking responsibility for the security of their childõs 

personal information.  Like any other secure website, please do not share usernames 

and passwords with other people and, if on a public area, do not leave your computer 

unattended. 

Please remember to return the slip provided to register as a user. 

K. Lovegrove (Mrs), Assistant Headteacher for Teaching and Learning. 

 

 

ôSafeguardingõ 
 

The term ôSafeguardingõ has a high priority in the media in recent times and many par-

ents may not be aware of its meaning and importance. We hope that the following in-

formation may be of use to you in understanding the term and process attached to it. 
 

ôSafeguardingõ  is the process through which we ôprotect children from abuse or neglect 

and prevent impairment of their health and development, ensuring they grow up in cir-

cumstances of safe and effective careõ. This is a process that we take with the utmost of 

seriousness at Weobley High School and all of our staff, teaching and non-teaching, are 

trained to notice neglect or harm and follow the correct procedures for child protection.  
 

We would like to offer all parents an opportunity to undertake level one Safeguarding 

training to learn more about this important area. This training will give all participants 

an understanding of child protection procedures and how to notice signs of any child 

who may be in danger of harm or neglect.  
 

The training will take place between 4.00 p.m. and 6.00p.m on Tuesday 21st and Tues-

day 28th of September at Weobley High School. There will be no cost for this training 

and all participants who complete both of the sessions will receive a level one Safe-

guarding Certificate.  For further details please read the enclosed letter and return the 

reply slip to school by Tuesday 7th September.   

 

Mr. R. Jones, Assistant Headteacher (Acting) for Student Support 
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Parental Consents for Trips and Visits 
 

As part of the normal curriculum, subject teachers will occasionally wish to take classes 

into Weobley village or surrounding area. 

 

In an effort to reduce the number of times that parents are required to complete a con-

sent form, if activities are taking place during school hours, parents will be informed 

though individual written consent may not always be required.  This change is in line 

with advice given by Sean Taylor, Outdoor Education Advisor and based on The Edu-

cation Act 2004,S35. 

 

J. Waring (Mrs) 

Curriculum Support Manager  

 

Dedication of Mr. Stephensonõs Memorial Bench 

 

 

On Thursday 15th July, there was a short ceremony of dedication as the bench in 

memory of Mr. Stephenson was declared õopenõ. We were delighted that Mrs. Ste-

phenson, Matthew, Eleanor and James were able to attend the occasion and the mo-

ment was captured in the photograph above.   

 

The bench has already been put to good use by pupils, parents and staff during the 

recent hot weather, providing essential shade in the heat of the day for pupils and a 

welcome seat for parents watching sports fixtures. We hope that many more people 

will have the satisfaction of using the bench in years to come and take time to remem-

ber a great teacher, colleague and friend. 
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 ENERGY DRINKS 
 

As a school we work hard to ensure that our pupils are fully aware of how to establish and 

maintain a healthy diet.  Nevertheless we would like to draw your attention to a growing 

trend in purchasing Energy Drinks.  Because of their high caffeine content, they are not 

really suitable for children and most of the cans actually carry this as a health warning.  Ap-

parently some of them carry up to 10 times as much caffeine as a can of Coca Cola!  Please 

be aware of this and make sure that the drinks you bring to school and consume are suitable 

and healthy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
 

As we approach the summer holidays, please take the opportunity to ensure that school uni-

form is correct for the new term in September.  Although the vast majority of our pupils are 

very smart, it is difficult and time-consuming to have to challenge certain pupils constantly 

about uniform issues.  There really is no need so I would ask for your support so that we can 

start off the new school year in a positive frame of mind and not distracted by issues which 

should really be resolved before the pupils leave the house.  I am also aware that you may be 

purchasing new uniform over the summer so please donõt waste money on anything which 

will be unacceptable, particularly trainers.  I have listed some common queries below for 

your information.  If you have any questions about uniform then please contact the school. 

 

¶ Shoes should be worn to school, although pupils may change into trainers during 

break. Even it they are black, trainers are not acceptable. Shoes should be black, have 

no motif and polishable. 

¶ Skirts should be grey and knee-length. Mini-skirt are certainly not acceptable. 

¶ Only black or white socks please. 

¶ No t-shirt or vest should be visible under the Weobley polo shirt. 

¶ No jumpers apart from the Weobley sweatshirt. 

¶ Belts are not to be worn as fashion accessories. A simple black, narrow belt is of 

course acceptable. 

 

I hope this helps and thank you for your support. 

 

Dean Williams 
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Mr. Nicholasõs Cultural Exchange  
 

On the 12th June, I was one of a party of Herefordshire teachers who travelled to China to  

establish an international partnership with Kaifeng No7 Middle School, China, to develop 

long term and mutually beneficial joint education programmes for their teachers and students.  

This is aimed at promoting China and UK cultural exchanges, enhancing young peopleõs  mu-

tual understanding and trust and helping them grow into positive global citizens. 
 

Kaifeng is situated on the southern bank of the Yellow River and it borders the provincial 

capital of Zhengzhou to the west. It is one of the Seven Ancient Capital of China and its cur-

rent population is just under 5,000,000.  
 

No 7 High  School is located in Xue Yuan Men Street in down-town Kaifeng.  The school 

has 2,300 students and 176 staff and the day starts with a 15 minute exercise class for every-

one. Typical class sizes are between 60 & 70 pupils with the school, like Weobley High, being 

particularly strong in the Arts.  English is compulsory and pupils were very keen to practise 

their language skills with me and were eager to know about the English teaching system. Stu-

dents have a much longer day, with older years being in lessons until 6.00pm. Rural students 

actually live on campus and return home only at weekends and holidays.  Email friendships 

between students at the two schools have already begun and it is hoped that we will host a re-

turn visit next year. 
 

Culturally, this was a fantastic experience in all senses.  I was welcomed as an honoured guest, 

which included trying a host of different foods, which are prized by the Chinese and, of 

course, eaten with chopsticks. I ate donkey and goat but drew the line at other delicacies such 

as locust, chickenõs feet and sheepõs brain. I soon learned not to be too enthusiastic about any 

one particular food as this would lead to copious second and third helpings! Gifts were ex-

changed by both schools and there is a display in our school reception area of the gifts, in-

cluding school uniform, that No 7 High School presented to us.  Please do pop in to have a 

look, if you are in the vicinity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location of Kaifeng, China 
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Images of Kaifeng 

Art Class Y11 

Mr. Nicholas presents art work 

from Year 7 pupils. 

What a welcome! 

 

Kaifeng and The Yellow 

River by day 

And by night! 
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News from ééééééééééééé. 
 

The Modern Foreign Languages Department. 

The students have been working every bit as hard as the staff in the MFL department this 

half term. As a specialist languages college we already have very good relationships with our 

feeder primary schools and our MFL staff go every week to teach languages to different 

year groups. On the year 6 Taster Day on 24th June however, the staff got the chance to sit 

back and relax a bit as three of our Year 10 and 11 students actually delivered some of the 

MFL lessons on their own!  Olivia Howard, Ellie Sheers and Minty Webber taught over 40 

pupils to talk about where they live in German, and how to use German dictionaries for 

the first time.  They were nervous but did a tremendously good job and got some lovely 

feedback from the Year 6s later on.  And in reverse, they were very enthusiastic about how 

switched on and keen to take part the Year 6 students were ð it was lovely to watch pupils 

at either end of the age groups for Weobley High School interacting so well and so pro-

ductively.            

Mrs Lovegrove. 

 

Spanish at Weobley Primary School 
 

Over the past few weeks, children in Years 4 & 5 at Weobley Primary School have had the 

pleasure of Year 11 pupils from Weobley High delivering their Spanish lessons.    The 

sessions have been enormously successful and both I and Mrs Love, the primary class 

teacher, have been extremely impressed by the dedication and patience shown by the Year 

11 pupils.   They were professional, confident and enthusiastic throughout and I feel cer-

tain that any Ofsted inspector present in the lessons would have been very complimentary! 

 

The primary children felt that the lessons were really òcooló and it is my intention to take 

more pupils out later on next term, as it is beneficial to all involved.  The following pupils 

will receive their Platinum Communication Awards for participating in this activity: 

Sarah Hackley, Lorraine German, Holly Francis, Dannielle Ashcroft, Jess Pope, Rhiannon 

Hopkins, Jack Hurd, Laura Brown, Molly Woodhead. 

 

              
 

 

 

 

 

Miss Richardson 

Spanish Teacher 

Year 10 Pupils teaching  

Spanish to Years 4 & 5. 

 

Muchísimas gracias a todos. 
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Language is the means of getting an idea from my 

brain into yours without surgery. 

 

 

 

China Day at Weobley High School 
 

Along with some of our primary feeders, our Year 8 and 9 students enjoyed a Chinese 

workshop on the 5th July, run by an ex-Dragon's Den contestant! Marcus Reoch, who 

runs the "Dragons In Europe" company based in London, came to Weobley to teach 

our pupils some fascinating facts about life in China, as well to teach them some sim-

ple phrases in Mandarin.  It was a hugely interactive and hands on session, the chil-

dren enjoyed themselves and the teachers who were watched were undecided as to 

when more jaws dropped - when Marcus told us that he had eaten a delicious stew of 

monkey brains and beanshoots whilst living in China .... or when he told the assem-

bled 12/13 yr olds that there are more children of their age in China, than the entire 

combined UK population!  Whichever it was, it was a really enjoyable day of language 

fun.  Just don't use the number 4 any time soon... (find a year 8 or 9 pupil to find out 

why!) 
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Cross Curricular African Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 We have introduced a cross curricular project for Yr 8 this year, led by Art and Geogra-

phy, which has proved really interesting and an enjoyable way for the students to learn. We 

have been studying the theme of Africa, and students were introduced to the theme via a visit 

in June to the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford, where they saw an amazing variety of anthropo-

logical artefacts from Africa and many other countries besides. 

 Students then experienced lessons on Africa in many subjects during this half term, in-

cluding data collection in Maths, the journey of the human species in Science, a visitor from 

Malawi in Languages. They have had African Drumming and Dance workshops and a visit 

from an African Artist. The students are now planning a presentation to be delivered to KS3 

about everything they have learned in this project, and ICT are working on presenting the 

project on our school website. Next year we plan to repeat the initiative with a focus on an-

other geographical area! 

 

Miss Godliman (Subject Leader for Art) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Keep Kids Safe at School system securely sends text messages, automated voice 

broadcasts and emails direct to parents and carers.  If your child is absent you may re-

ceive a text or voice message informing you of the absence and requesting that you either 

text or call the school to explain this. You may also receive text messages or voice mes-

sages from time to time, informing you of events, such as consultation days, notification 

of school closure etc. 

 

In order for this system to work efficiently we will require you to update any changes to 

your telephone numbers as soon as they happen, especially new mobile telephone num-

bers.  If you have any questions about this method of school communication, or if you 

do not wish to be communicated with in this matter, please inform the school. 

 

If you wish to use this service to report your child absent the text number to use is: 
 

07624812068, which is available 24hours a day. 
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óAnnieõ 
 

Congratulations to all pupils who have been performing the show ôAnnieõ to sell out audi-

ences this week. The standard of performance has been particularly strong this year, which is 

not surprising, considering the commitment of the cast to weeks of rehearsals; additionally, 

students attended two weekend rehearsals prior to the show, a considerable sacrifice consider-

ing that they clashed, not only with The World Cup, but also Wimbledon. 

 

Over 100 Weobley students have been involved in the production, including dancers from 

ôAspire Dance Studiosõ choreographed by Alex Thomas, and some primary pupils. 

 

Many thanks to the 17 music BTEC students who have helped to stage manage, and assisted 

with the technical aspects of lighting, sound, publicity, props and costume; also to three for-

mer pupils: David Brown and Charlie Bennett are ably managing the sound and Bev Shock, 

our original Miss Hannigan when at Weobley in 1997,  has joined our choir. 

 

A big thanks to parents and staff for supporting in so many ways. Hope you enjoyed the 

show! 

 

 

 

 

ô Annieõ 

Rehearsals in Progress 
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Weobley Students Excel On Work Experience Week! 

The sun shone brightly on Weobley work experience week as our new year 11 group 

went out into the world of employment in June. A whole host of placements were cho-

sen by students, spread right across the county and beyond, varying from retail shops, 

factories, laboratories, farming, banking, veterinary, archaeology, law, teaching, hospital-

ity, mechanics, technology, garden centres and many more.  It gave us great pleasure to 

visit the work placements and be told comments like òshe is the best we have ever hadó 

òan excellent team workeró òa credit to the schooló or òa cut above the average teen-

ageró.  A few students even secured a job from their work experience, and some are be-

ing considered for apprenticeships, no mean feat in these difficult economic times. Stu-

dents came back to school with a new appetite for work, having enjoyed the opportunity 

to experience a taste of what lies ahead. So well done to everyone involved. 

Finally, I would like to extend my thanks to all the employers who so generously gave 

their time and expertise to our students. Mrs. Stokes 


