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Welcome to Weobley High School

| am proud to be headteacher of this small, yet
perfectly formed secondary school. Our aim is to
provide the highest-quality educational experience
for the children in our care so that they can fulfil
their potential within a stimulating, supportive and
purposeful environment. Our school is of an ideal
size; both large enough to offer a broad range of
learning opportunities and small enough to enable
the children to feel part of a real learning
community in which every individual is valued. We
know our children well and commit all our energy
to ensuring that they are engaged and challenged
in all aspects of their learning.

Weobley High School is an 11-16 mixed
comprehensive school within the Herefordshire Local
Authority. We are fortunate to be a rural school located
within an area of outstanding natural beauty and rich
cultural heritage. We serve a geographically large area
to the North-West of Hereford City, including the
Primary schools of Credenhill, Dilwyn, Weobley, Canon
Pyon and Staunton-on-Wye. We have also historically
accepted pupils from Hereford City and the outskirts of
Leominster.

There has been a great deal of investment in our school over the past few years including a number of exciting
building projects which have transformed the school and offer the children the best possible learning facilities.
As well as new and refurbished classrooms and laboratories, we have endeavoured to provide an environment
which is vibrant and offers opportunities for development for all
members of the school community. Recent improvements include: a
brand new music block, a newly installed wireless laptop network with
an enviable pupil:computer ratio of 2:1, an impressive new community
sports hall equipped with a state of the art fitness suite and a newly
refurbished performing arts / dance hall where we can showcase our
pupils’ musical and dramatic productions. This development of the
learning environment is ongoing and we see it as key to ensuring that
pupils feel safe, motivated and ultimately, happy! Future plans include
an extension to hard play areas and a vocational workshop.

We are proud of our school and hope that, after reading through our
prospectus, you feel that you have a flavour of our ethos, our
commitment and our vision.

Alternatively, please feel free to contact the school and come in to talk
to me or any one of our committed staff.

Dean Williams
Headteacher
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Humanities, Literature and Languages

Throughout these departments, technology now expands and
aids our traditional teaching methods. The facilities at our
disposal increase each year. As a result, pupils can draw on a
full spectrum of resource to develop and expand their interest
and abilities, encouraged and taught by our dedicated and
involved staff. In English, critical appreciation of written and
visual material from the media world runs alongside the study
and enjoyment of Jane Austen and Shakespeare.

Fluent communication is promoted, both written and oral, and our literary
heritage is studied within the classroom and expanded outside by excursions
and theatre trips. For linguists, we study French, German and Spanish with
trips abroad to develop broader skills and understanding. Fieldwork expands
the classroom curriculum for the History and Geography pupil.

We seek to expand all horizons in these subjects, based on a traditional firm
grounding allied to contemporary thinking. Our lively teaching approach
brightens each class. All subjects are studied to GCSE as appropriate.

Religious Education is provided within the curriculum for every pupil, to give an understanding of
? the major world faiths and to develop tolerance and spiritual, moral and cultural aspects of life.

' Accreditation is by GCSE full or short courses, subject to ability.
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Language and Communications Specialists

Following our re-designation as a Languages College in
2010, our languages department continues to look for
new and innovative ways to teach our pupils as they
study a foreign language with us. All pupils study
French when they join the school, and approximately
half the year group will also learn German or Spanish as
a second language, depending on their year of entry to
Weobley. Depending on their studies at KS3, all pupils
can study one or two languages at GCSE, and we now
offer a BTEC qualification in Business that has an
element of language learning, during Year 11.

The department offers cross-curricular trips to Europe, linking with the Art, History and Science departments
amongst others, and our new Partner School in China gives our pupils an insight into life in a different culture.

Our languages teachers work closely with many of our primary school feeders, providing support to primary staff,
as well as teaching foreign languages to pupils in Key Stages 1 and 2. We also have good partnerships with
other high schools in the area on projects that develop our pupils’ communications skills.

We regularly offer language courses for adult learners or families who want to study languages as a group. If
you require more information on these opportunities, please contact the school on 01544 318159.
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Our Aims

At Weobley High School we value every member of our community. We insist on:
+ Equality of opportunity and access for all

« Academic and personal striving for excellence

.

High quality teaching and learning
« Broad, balanced, creative learning opportunities

* A welcoming and supportive environment

« A wealth of enrichment activities, both curricular and extra-curricular.

Weobley High School

We are clear in our values and expectations and believe that through encouraging pupils to communicate
clearly, confidently and courageously, the following mission statement encapsulates our specialist approach -
Language Leads Learning.
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Science, Technology and Maths

Broad ranging, multi-faceted, now encompassing all of the ICT skills alongside the traditional
curriculum, there is a world of life and education here for you to delve into. Our teaching will challenge,
encourage and stretch the individual to achieve... and then a little bit more. That is our aim.

Within all of this is the “world of work” and the way to
the future. So, we have the Sciences, Physics,
Biology and Chemistry, where we open up the rich
worlds to inspire and develop investigation skills,
leading to examination success and career
opportunities. These subjects are taught in a
traditional classroom environment. Laboratories,
containing interactive whiteboards and a suite of
computers, are newly refurbished, providing
contemporary involvement, lively debate and
interaction. There is a variety of qualifications
offered to pupils at Key Stage 4 to reach and engage
at all levels of ability.

Technology — a design-based subject, fulfilling a
child’s natural desire to construct, create and invent,
with the opportunity to choose GCSE courses in
food, textiles and resistant materials. In addition, a
BTEC course in Construction is available for Key
Stage 4 pupils.

Information Technology — ICT facilities in the school
are now second to none with the introduction of a
newly installed wireless laptop network, giving an
enviable pupil computer ratio of 2:1. As a
department, ICT has gone from strength to strength
in recent years, with extremely positive results and
the pupils getting the opportunity to achieve up to
four GCSE equivalent grades on the ever popular
DiDA course. At Key Stage 4, pupils study computer
graphics, multimedia and games authoring units of
study.

Mathematics is taught as an enjoyable experience
using interactive technology, with emphasis on
motivation and developing confidence. Abilities to
apply knowledge, skills and understanding of
mathematics in everyday life are vital. We create the
greatest opportunity for success at all Key Stages
and positive GCSE results. Statistics GCSE offers
an extra opportunity for our most able
mathematicians to “stretch” themselves.
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Music, Art and Drama

Talent spotting? Pupils will discover a rich world within the performing and visual arts at Weobley. There
is enthusiasm across the departments and opportunity for everyone to make the most of their abilities
and to participate and succeed.

Drama is taught at Key Stages 3 and 4.
Drama develops many communication
strategies that are directly relevant to the
work of work and to building successful
relationships in adult life.

Music plays a vital role in the life of the
school. We focus on teaching pupils the
necessary skills and concepts to make music with confidence and
enthusiasm. The department provides pupils with excellent facilities and
the staff is supported by a skilled and talented team of peripatetic teachers.
We have good links with professional musicians, other local schools and our local community. Many pupils are
entered for practical and theory examinations and the BTEC Extended Certificate in Music at key Stage 4 is
designed to give pupils the practical skills ,knowledge and ongoing assessment to enhance the performance
of A* -C capable learners. Extra Curricular activities include Choirs, Orchestra, String Ensemble and Rock
Groups. We encourage all our musicians to develop their talents by giving them opportunities to showcase and
celebrate their success. Major musical productions have included ‘Scrooge’, ‘The Boyfriend' , ‘The Sound of
Music’, ‘ The King and I', ‘Grease’ and ‘Annie’.

Art - The visual 2 & 3D worlds of sculpture, print making, mixed media, drawing, painting, collage, ceramics and
design are exciting and popular, leading to OCR GCSE Art & Design. Pupils’ creativity and communication skills
are developed in highly structured courses. We have good links with professional artists and the College of Art
and Design in Hereford, and there are opportunities to hold exhibitions and participate in extra-curricular art
clubs. The smallest spark of ability will be developed and encouraged to the full.

The school has achieved Artsmark Silver status which recognises the excellent work of all three
departments.
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Physical Education

Physical Education is a popular subject at Weobley
and the school enjoys an excellent reputation for
sporting participation and success. There are many
opportunities to enjoy challenging and balanced
programmes in a wide range of sports. Pupils
develop physically, emotionally and cognitively and
build healthy minds and bodies, as all are nurtured by
our comprehensive approach and encouragement

With the provision of a well-equiped sports hall and
playing fields pupils follow a balanced and extended
curriculum. Pupils in KS3 study across:

Rugby, Netball, Basketball, Hockey, Football, Athletics,
Health Related Fitness, Gymnastics, Outdoor and
Adventurous Activities, Badminton, Tennis and Short
Tennis and Volleyball.

KS4 curriculum allows pupils more flexibility in their
approach to areas of study. It is our intention here that
pupils learn how to have healthy lifestyles when they
leave school and that they enjoy fitness and exercise.
Pupils can also opt to take BTEC First Diploma in Sport
and to follow a Sports Leaders Course, all of which have
proved to be extremely popular.

We are fortunate to have outstanding facilities at
Weobley, which include extensive playing fields
comprising of two Football pitches, one Rugby pitch and
an excellent Cricket wicket in the summer. This is also
used by the local village side. We also have a large hard
surface playing area which can be used for Hockey,
Basketball and provides four Tennis courts. The state of
the art sports hall has a sprung wooden floor, ideal for
numerous sports and we have use of a professionally
installed and air conditioned fitness studio. All our facilities
are available for use by the wider school community as
part of the Extended Schools Programme.

The Physical Education department runs a number of sports clubs and teams
which train and play at lunchtimes and after school. We play competitive fixtures
against all the schools in the Hereford area and are very proud of our reputation
as a successful sporting school. All of our school teams are competitive and
recently we have been successful in a number of tournaments. A number of our
pupils have received county and regional honours with some going on to compete
at national level.
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Pastoral Care

At Weobley High School, we aim to be sensitive to the needs of all pupils and to create a caring
environment in which pupils can benefit from the opportunities available.

Our Form Tutors play an important role in helping pupils to make the most of their time with us. Form Tutors
move through the school with pupils, getting to know them all well and forming strong relationships, lasting
through pupils’ school careers. Tutors develop a detailed understanding of pupils’ personal, social and academic
needs. Additional Needs are assessed by a specialist team, with teaching assistants offering class support.

The appointment of an Inclusion Manager and the creation of an inclusion centre, the LInC, supports the work
of Tutors, Learning Co-ordinators and outside agencies to enable vulnerable pupils to access the curriculum.

Regular communication between school and home is essential; homework planners provide an easy means
of developing a dialogue between teachers and parents. Regular Parent Surgeries and annual Parents’
Consultation Days offer a valuable opportunity for parents to liaise with tutors to strengthen the ties between
school and home. Tutors are supported by a team of Learning Co-ordinators, one for each year, who are on
hand to assist with any concerns, liaising with the Assistant Headteachers for Pupil Support and Teaching and
Learning and, when necessary outside agencies, and tracking achievement of all pupils in their year. Parents
who have pressing concerns are welcome to make
an appointment to speak directly with staff at one
of our Parent Surgeries which are held every 4
weeks.

Wishing to promote positive values, the school has
a clear Code of Conduct and a Reward System for
consistently good work and behaviour. The school
also operates a values education culture. All pupils
follow a Pastoral and Social Education
programme, incorporating aspects of Health and
Citizenship. The school recognises that parents
are key figures in helping children to cope with the
physical and emotional aspects of growing up and
these lessons are aimed to support this
development. The teaching of the Sex and
Relationships Programme is intended to be
supportive and complementary. We have excellent
links with our school nurse, Georgina Rutherford
and GP Dr Rachel Penney, who help us to develop
our health programme. We provide a drop—in clinic
with a member of the local Doctors’ practice, once
a week, which pupils may access.
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